


LesVoiles de

I t  is  Tuesday of  Les VoiLes de St-Tropez.
The c rowds qa ther inq  a t  the  quays ide  are  tak ingaí
endtess  photos  o f  the i r  compan ions  w i th  ex t raord inary
yachts  as  a  backdrop.  Some choose the  uL t ra -modern

WaLLys  and o thers  the  cont ras t ing  c lass ics  nearby .  The

crews are busy loading stores Íor the day, drying the

br igh twork ,  poL ish ing  bronze,  and load ing  and d iscard ing

saits as dictated by the expecied breeze. At[ are hoping for

more than yesterday, when none of the 
'modern' 

classes

Í in ished the i r  race .

But  i t  i s  to  be  no  be t te r today .  On board  the  new F CLass
yachï FirefLy, we saiLfor 10 minutes when an encouraging

t igh i  b reeze appears  dur ing  the  four  hours  o f  d r i f t ing

and moioring between the scheduled start t ime and

off iciaI cancetlat ion. The crew entertain themseLves with
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LIGHT AIRS MAY HAVE HAMPERED RACING AT THIS YEAR'S EVENÏ
BUT THE CREWS STILL MANAGED TO FIND WAYS TO PASS THE TIME...

an ac t iv i t y  tha t  shoutd  probabLy be  caLLed 
'schwing ing ' .  

l t

was started by Freddie 
' the 

EagLe Bloemsma las
christened by Firef ly 's owner) and continued by others,

who launch themselves from the stern at the end oÍ a

halyard in an attempt to land gently at the bow without

in ju ry .  Some o f  the  c rew need more  prac t ice .

Wednesday br ings  more  d isappo in tment  fo r the  modern

boats, but aboard the Turkish motor saiLer lnf ini ty,we are

able to fot low some sedate racing in the ctassic f leets.

More important[y, I  can enjoy the del. ights of this Turkish-

bu i t t  yach t  -  bu t  more  on  tha t  in  the  nex t  i ssue. . .

Thursday  is  o f f i c iaL ty  a  Lay  day ,  bu t  there  is  the  chance

for match race chatlenges. I  am on board Elena - the

rep t ica  o f  the  magn i f i cen t '1911 Her reshof f  schooner -due

to match race Shamrock Y the 1930 Nichol.son J. TheI
t '
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The crew laurrch themselves
fronr the stern a1 tlle en{l
of a halyard in au ntleurpt
to land Ír'crrtlv aÍ ï.he bow
s' i t  l roir t ' in jury
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reason is  tha t  the  two are  char te red  fo r  the  week by

assoc ia te  compan ies ,  ra ther  than any  expec ta t ion  they

wou ld  be  evenLy matched.  Shamrocks  Bermudan r ig

shouLd t r iumph unLess  there  is  a  to t  o f  w indy  reach ing .  My

sense o f  h is to ry  takes  me back  to  a  p rev ious  contes t

be tween these two grea t  des igners  -  the  1920 Amer ica 's

Cup,  wh ich  marked the  Las t  o f  Her reshof f  
' s  

s ix  success f  u l

de fences  and the f i rs t  o f  N ichoLson s Íour Ía iLed chaLLenges.
But  aga in  the  w ind  le ts  us  down and we motor  to  CLub 55

so the  char te r  gues ts  can have [unch.  Th is  g ives  E lena s

crew the  oppor tun i ty  to  t ry  the i r  own fo rm o f  schwing ing :

launch ing  themse lves  f rom the  bowspr i t  wh iLe  re ly ing  on

a feLLow crewmember 's  fas t  ac t ion  on  the  hydrauL ic

haLyard  w inch  to  keep them out  o Í  the  water  as  they  pass

midsh ips .  There  is  some sa t is fac t ion  when a  very  L igh t

breeze does  a t  Ieas t  pu t  shape in  the  vas t  ma insa i [ .
F r iday ,  and I  am aboard  the  new Fa i r l ie  55  and,  a t  las t ,

there  is  jus i  enough breeze to  s ta r t  a  race . , .  t s
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AT THE END OF A WINDLESS VOILES DE SAINT.TROPEZ,
NIGEL SHARP JOINS THE BEAUTIFULLY BUILT FAIRLIE 55
On my Last day in Saint-Tropez l 'm on board and probably rhink i t 's a tradi t ionatperformance, but
Fairlie, the 1ó.5 metre 

'modern 
ctassic', and the f irst it absoLrrety is nor '

of  a  range o f  new boats  f rom Fa i r l ie  Yachts ,  wh ich  has

Long been known Ío r  i t s  res to ra t ion  work .

0nce aga in  we spend severaL hours  wa i t ing  Ío r  w ind ,

bu t  th is  g ives  me an oppor tun i ty  to  ta lk  to  Pau lSpooner ,

Fa i r l ie ' s  in -house navaLarch i tec t .  Above the  water t ine

Fa i rL iehas  a  t rad i t ionaLLook w i th  her  Long overhangs and
gracefuL  sheer ,  bu t  th is  h ides  a  thoroughLy modern  hu , ,
-  she  has  a  canoe under -body  w i th  a  f in  and bu [b  kee l .
Moreover ,  she  has  carbon spars ,  wh iLe  her  hu l l

cons t ruc t ion  is  t imber  and epoxy .

The in te r io r  [ayout  incLudes two doub le  cab ins  and
two heads w i th  t rad i t ionaLs ty le  dark -s ta ined mahogany
jo inery .  She is  less  spac ious  Lhan many boats  o f  a  s imiLar
Length  bu t  as  Spooner  po in ts  ou t ,  

' l  
des igned her  w i th  a

pr io r i t y  towards  per fo rmance and s ty l ing .  The qua l i t y

o Í  Í in ish  is  exceLten t  th roughout .
S n n n n o r  l o l l <  m o  : h n r r t  n n o  a f  F s t r l i a  c  o r r l r r  Q n l o n t

sa i f ing  t r ia ts  in  an  env iab le  22knots  o f  b reeze.  We were
do ing  10  knots  o f  f  the  w ind  and e igh t  kno ts  up-w ind  and
she was per fec t l y  ba tanced,  he  says .

^ +  r  ' - r  ^ - - " ^ - -  ^ - ^  - ^ ^ " ' c r o d  a n d  t h c r e  c  i  r c t  p n n ,  r o ho y c r  J o í c o t r J v v s r  E  5 j r J l  s t t u u l

wind for racing. As we sai l  up the beaï, Fairt ie seems to
have a  fas t ,  l i ve ty  per fo rmance,  aL though i t ' s  d i f  f  i cuL t  to
assess  ;n  the  shor t  chop ard  regu la r  w ind  shadow o f

o ther  boats .  In  fac t ,  as  we approach the  w jndward  mark ,
i t  i s  imposs ibLe to  sa feLy  round i t ,  as  we are  overwhe lmed

by the  b igger  boats  tha t  s ta r ted  a f te r  us ,  so  we re t i re .
' I t ' s  

so  f  rus t ra t rng  lha t  we haven t  .ea l ty  bee^  ab .e  to
sa i l th is  week,  because I  don ' t  th ink  peop le  w i l l  be l ieve
ïow qu ick  a  boat  she is ,  Spooner  says ,  as  we 'no tor

n n m e  P e n n l p  l n n k  a t  h o r  e n d  q o o  t h o  t r : d r r r n n a  < r \ /  ê

We a lso  ta lk  about  the  o ther  boats  in  the  new Fa i r l ie

range,  wh ich  inc ludes  one o Í  20  met res  tha t  i s  another
new des ign ;  one o f  23  and another  o Í  33 .5  met res ,  bo th
o Í  wh ich  are  ex is t ing  F i fe  des igns  above the  water t ine ,
w i th  modern  underwater  L ines .  We look  fo rward  tq
to  see ing  them sa iL  ng  one day  a t  a  iw ind ie r l  ,A
Vnr lêc  r iê  \a rn t - l ran t r7  E l
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